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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 
Transcript ZOOM: Service 16.05. 21; Easter 7B  

Ed. 16.05.21 

 
Introduction and Prayer – Martin 

Good morning.  Good to see you. 
 
Today we read about, and think about Jesus praying for his disciples. 

 
Let us be aware of the presence of God. 

Gracious God, we give thanks for a new day, a new week, and for new life.  Amen. 
 
Hymn How deep the Father's love for me 

 
Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

 
From the routine of our everyday lives, 
from our own special places, for these few minutes, 

we turn aside from the worries and concerns of these strange times 
to join in fellowship, to bring our worship, our praise and thanksgiving. 

 
We come to the Everlasting God seeking inspiration to set aside the ways of the world, 

and to follow the ways of Jesus Christ; 
to learn to love as we are loved, 
so that, even after this brief time of worship comes to a close, 

we may resume our daily lives in the assurance of his guidance and protection. 
 

We know that there have been times 
when we have been content to live by the ways of this world; 
times when our selfishness or apathy have allowed us 

to accept injustice and intolerance as inescapable facts of life, 
and we have failed to respond to the needs around us and in the wider world. 

 
The restrictions of past months have made it easy to hide from the world, 
to keep our faith out of harm’s way, 

with no need to speak up for the faith we profess. 
 

Yet the worries of the Pandemic remind us of our need for God. 
We watch for God, we wait for him; looking for him, longing for him, 
seeking to know him as part of us, to know his presence with us at all times, 

to sense his touch in every aspect of our lives. 
 

We ask that, in his infinite love, God may again reach out to us 
to renew us, refresh us, restore us, and inspire us, 
so that we may live and work to his glory, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
in whose name and in whose words we pray, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
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Readings:  
We have only one reading today.  For clarity, I have added the few verses before and after 

the Lectionary passage from John’s Gospel, and Catherine is going to read for us. 
 

John 17:1-21 (NRSVA) 
Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority 

over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, 
that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do.  So now, Father, glorify me in 

your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.  
 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.  They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 

them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me.  I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.  While I was with 
them, I protected them in your name that you have given me.  I guarded them, and not one 

of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.  
But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my 

joy made complete in themselves.  I have given them your word, and the world has hated 
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  I am not 
asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.  

They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth.  As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 

world.  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.  
 
‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 

their word, that they may all be one.  As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they 
also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn What a friend we have in Jesus 

 
Message: 

 
Does prayer work?  Does God intervene in human affairs, or does he show us the way to help 
ourselves? 

 
Research shows that people who pray regularly are healthier and happier, less likely to be 

depressed, or anxious, than those who seldom pray; also that people who are ill, or going 
through a bad time, and who know that other people are praying for them, find beneficial 
effects. 

 
If you are ill, or have lost a loved one, does it help you if you know that people are praying 

for you? 
 
Lots of people have told me that knowing that other people were praying for them in their 

need or distress did help them a lot.  I have experienced it for myself: and so have a lot of 
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you.  Prayer for others tells these people that they are not forgotten: that there are folk 
around them who care enough to set aside a few minutes each day to bring them before God. 

 
So, if we get comfort, strength or reassurance from knowing that someone is praying for us, 

how does that compare with having Jesus pray for us? 
 
Today’s Gospel passage is set immediately before the arrest of Jesus.  Here, on the evening 

before the crucifixion, Jesus prays for his followers, and for the developing Church.   
He has been trying to teach his disciples about his mission, about what is to happen to him, 

and where they fit into the picture; trying to prepare them for leaving them. 
Now he prays for them. 
 

In one of the most sublime passages of the New Testament, Jesus prays for himself; then for 
his disciples, and lastly, for the whole church. 

What does he ask for them? 
Not that they will have an easy time, although he knows they will face many difficulties in a 
world of poverty and injustice, ruled by forces opposed to the ways of God. 

 
Jesus prays that God will support the disciples and keep them united in fellowship with one 

another and with himself and the Father, through the Spirit. 
 
Jesus didn’t pray only for his disciples all these years ago!  Notice verse 20: 

I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 
their word, that they may all be one. 

 
Those who will believe in Jesus through the word of the disciples.  That’s us!  You and me! 

 
On the night before his death, Jesus prayed for us! 
 

Jesus prays that all those who believe in him may be one, and “May be in us.” 
This is the God “in whom we live and move and have our being”; the God all around us, and 

within us.  Jesus, who promised us life in all its fullness, prays that we may have eternal life, 
which, he tells us, means to know, in the most intimate sense, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom he sent among us. 

 
He prays that we may find support and encouragement from God; and that we may be one in 

fellowship with each other and with God. 
 
As we gather, even by Zoom, to hear Scripture readings, and to remember God's promises, 

we are drawn together in deeper fellowship, and we find the strength and courage to face the 
challenges of living in today’s world, and speaking up for a way of life that is becoming 

unfashionable. 
 
We all use the Lord’s Prayer, the one that Jesus taught to his disciples.  Here is another 

Lord’s Prayer – the prayer that Jesus prayed -- and is still praying -- for us: that we may find 
the strength we need, and that we may be united as his people.  Every time we read this, 

every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we are reminded of Jesus's constant care and 
compassion for us: reminded of God's love for all the world, love that comes to us through 
the work of the Holy Spirit, to remind us of Jesus's active and ongoing love and compassion, 

and to draw us more deeply together. 
 

What would you like Jesus to be praying for you right now? 
We don't expect all our problems to vanish, or that being a faithful Christian will be easy, but 
what do we want Jesus to know, what do we need, what do we want Jesus to pray for?  

Patience to be a better parent or friend?  Encouragement in difficult times, like illness, or 
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bereavement, or the end of a relationship?  Companionship when we feel alone?  Healing of 
body, mind or spirit, for ourselves or someone else?  Forgiveness...or help to forgive another? 

What do you want -- what do we want -- Jesus to know about and pray for? 
 

Sometime this week, read this passage again.  Take time over it.  Rejoice that, all these 
years ago, Jesus was praying for us, for all of us who have believed because of the word that 
came down from the disciples across the generations, and now has been shared with us, 

entrusted to us. 
 

We are all recipients, and also stewards of that word.  That means we should be praying 
constantly for one another that we may all be renewed in our calling and strengthened for 
service.  One of the ways God responds to us is through one another: through this company 

of imperfect, broken - and forgiven - people we call the church.  That's part of Jesus's prayer 
that we may "all be one”. 

 
We are among the great worldwide company of people who believe in Jesus Christ, through 
his disciples, who passed his message around the world: those who heard it and passed it on 

- and on and on.  We carry on that responsibility! 
 

We all face difficulties and challenges every day in our personal lives.  As the Church in the 
world, we face the challenge of carrying on the work of Christ, of spreading his word, in the 
face of indifference and apathy and atheism and all the rest. 

 
Sometimes it’s hard to work together – but Jesus asked that we may all be one.  As the 

congregation of this church, this linkage, at a time when we have no permanent minister, we 
face the challenge of working together to keep the church going through the Pandemic, 

constantly reminding ourselves that the church is not a building, the church is people; that 
there is a place for all, and all are needed.  We are the hands and the voice of God in this 
place.  A huge challenge.  A huge responsibility.  A huge privilege. 

 
If we think we are not up to the job, look at what has been accomplished through these 

eleven scared, apprehensive, ordinary men that Jesus left behind to carry on his work.  Think 
of Jesus’s prayers for them, and see how they were answered. 
 

When you are discouraged, or worried, or going through bad times, read again the 17th 
Chapter of John’s Gospel.  Read verses 20 and 21 again.  And again. 

 
I ask … on behalf of those who will believe in me …that they may all be one.  As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me. (NRSV) 
 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria.  
 
Hymn I need thee every hour 

 
Prayer for Others and Blessing 

Gracious God, 
we thank you that, despite the restrictions, 
technology enables us to meet as a community, a church family. 

 
We thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ,  

and for keeping his story, your story, alive for us today.  
Grant us wisdom to explore and understand more fully 
what it means to follow Jesus. 

Guide, we pray, all those who assist in the running of your church in these complicated times. 
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We bring to you our concerns for other people, around us, and throughout the world. 
 

We pray for those who do not feel part of any community: 
those who feel lonely, fearful and insecure: those missing families and friends, 

confined to their homes by illness, infirmity or restrictions: 
may they know that they are loved. 
 

We pray for people who are ill, at home or in hospital, 
especially the many people suffering from Covid; 

for their families, and for all who care for them. 
Especially we pray for places where the medical services are struggling, or overwhelmed. 
 

We pray for those whom we love who are far away, 
and we bring to you all those whose lives are darkened by the loss of a loved one. 

 
We pray for all those who suffer injury and loss 
through natural disaster, in earthquake, storm, or flood. 

We pray for people who are hungry, 
and for all who live in poverty throughout the world. 

We pray for people who have no safe place to call ‘home’, 
those sleeping rough; 
those who feel embarrassed and humiliated by their situation, 

and for all who work to provide them with shelter, comfort and support. 
 

We pray for those who live in places of war and terror, 
their daily lives marred by fear, destruction, death, cruelty, and chaos. 

We pray for the people of Israel and Palestine, 
and for those there, and in the international community, 
who are trying to mediate and resolve this crisis. 

We pray that ways to peace and justice may be found. 
 

Loving God, 
we pray for your peace; 
peace for your people, peace for your church, peace for your world. 

We pray for all who live in uncertainty, struggling to find hope for the future. 
 

For ourselves we pray; for our families and friends, 
those who are ill, or sad, or worried; all who are going through a bad time. 
In a time of silence we bring them to you. 

 
Pause 

 
Loving God, 
we call to you: 

hear all our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Now, and in the days ahead, may you stay safe in the way of Christ; 

may you see the face of Christ in everyone you meet. 
May everyone you meet see the face of Christ in you. 
And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be with you, and remain with you, now and always.  Amen. 

 


